DEATH WATCH BEETLE IN THE RAFTERS
This fatherly reproof must be taken in the Pickwickian sense,
for if his reprimand was justified in March 1922 it was doubly
justified seven months later. What had happened in the
interval was that the opposition to the Coalition had been
increased and strengthened. Baldwin rebuked the rebels
until he saw the rebels winning.
If the Tory revolt against the Coalition were successful an
interesting situation as to the Premiership would arise. If
Austen Chamberlain had been less honourable, if he had been
willing to stoop to intrigue, he might have been Prime
Minister. As it was his loyalty to Lloyd George would definitely
exclude him from the leadership of the Party and therefore
from the Premiership. In the absence of Bonar Law through
illness, the most likely choice for Prime Minister was the
Foreign Secretary, Lord Curzon. Baldwin, who had been
recommended for office to Bonar Law, as one who was * discreet
enough to be safe and stupid enough not to intrigue,' set out
to belie that appreciation. He moved actively behind the
scenes. He realized the possibilities of the situation and pro-
ceeded to hitch his modest little scooter to Curzon's lordly
chariot. Suddenly Lord Curzon, to his amazement, received
overtures from three junior colleagues of the Cabinet, who
were anxious to co-operate with him in overthrowing Lloyd
George and setting up an independent Conservative Adminis-
tration. The dauntless three were led by one who had been
declared * too stupid for intrigue.' Baldwin and two other
members of Lloyd George's Cabinet
* approached Lord Curzon with the request that they should
meet at his house to discuss their action as occasion might
require and they gave him definite assurances that, from this
time onward they were prepared to associate themselves
with him and to join him in resigning if the necessity arose.'1
So did Baldwin, Sir Arthur Griffith-Boscawen, and Lord Peel
visit the Foreign Secretary at his mansion in Carlton House
Terrace. That he fully realized the significance of the Baldwin
overtures is seen by Curzon's shrewd comment :
c When a group of Cabinet Ministers begin to meet separ-
1 The Life of Lord Cwzon, by Lord Ronaldshay, Vol. Ill, p, 309.
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